
An Epiphany is a sudden realization, a sudden intuitive leap of understanding, especially through an ordinary but 
striking occurrence. An epiphany came to the three wise men as they knelt before the child, Jesus, the King of Kings! 
And they went home by another way.  Light has entered the world in Christ. “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5). +May God’s grace enlighten your day, an ordinary but striking occurrence; 
and send you home by a different and blessed course. 

 
  Some people see a young lady looking away. Others see an old lady looking down. Depending on    
  how you look at it, part of the picture might be the young woman's nose and , or it might be a wart    
  on the old woman's nose. What is the young woman's ear might be the old woman's eye. What is the  
  young woman's necklace might be the old woman's mouth. The picture hasn't really changed.  You  
  just emphasize different parts of it and assign them different meaning. What is your Epiphany?   
  May you discover Jesus where you least expect Him. 
 

Here to Serve   Saint Francis Church is blessed to have a seminarian, James J Taylor, with us and to provide a 
place for him to complete his seminary’s required field work. To round out his experience I have asked James to be 
scheduled to serve at the altar each Sunday as either an acolyte, a lector, a Eucharistic Minister and to preach on occa-
sion.  His inaugural preaching date is Sunday, January 7. If you miss this occasion there will be others during the year. 
 
As you know, I am serving Saint Francis as a permanent supply priest, to preside here each Sunday, on Holy Days and 
in the event of a funeral or wedding. I am on campus one day every other week, Wednesday or Thursday. If you would 
like to meet with me at church or at your home, I encourage you to make an appointment by first calling the Church    
Office. James will be assisting me with scheduling Eucharistic Visitors who bring home communion to shut-ins. James 
and I are putting together a defined schedule for visitations. Be patient to hear more details. James is a devoted and 
spiritually centered Christian, even keeled, good humored. I respect his call to ordained ministry and look forward to 
watch him grow and mature in his vocation to serve in Christ at Saint Francis and to nurture his mature in ministry with 
your help. 
 

2018 the New Year                          "Our years come to an end like a sigh . . . "   
                                            "so teach us to number our days  
                              that we may get a heart of wisdom"         (Psalm 90: 9,12) 
 
As I grow older, memories of the details of my life’s odyssey either fade or jump out with surprising splendor. We    
continually experience, grow, learn and contribute to this world sharing aged truths, salted by practical and spiritual 
wisdom. The past prepares us for the present. Years ago, I thought that keeping a journal was just one more thing to do, 
one more demand. Then I read these words from Beyond Words by Frederick Buechner:  “Even the most cursory of 
diaries can be of incalculable value. What the weather was doing. Who we ran into on the street. The movie we saw. 
The flower. The dream.  Just a handful of the barest facts can be enough to rescue an entire day from oblivion—not just 
what happened in it, but who we were when it happened. Who the others were. What it felt like back then. It is a mark of 
wisdom to realize how precious our days are, even the most uneventful of them. If we can keep them alive by only a line 
or so about each, at least we will know what we're sighing about when the last of them comes.” 
 
2018 is a new year. Keep a diary or journal this year. Why not? The exercise will give you a moment before the day 
ends to measure the blessings received, needs to address and time to contemplate what you have learned. This a time to 
take an emotional inventory, to embrace any challenges and especially to give thanks for the day. Oh, God knows who 
we are and how our days have been for sure. Or, forget the diary if you must. But, Just take a moment to rejoice in the 
truth of God’s company and to look forward to new opportunities and surprises that will come with the new dawn.                 
+Have a Blessed 2018,  Fr. Frank 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WED. THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY  

 1 
 

 Office Closed  
  

Jazzercise 
4:00 pm &  
5:30 pm 

2 
 

Office Closed 
 

Jazzercise  
5:30 pm 

  
Boy Scouts  
6:00 pm & 
7:00 pm 

3 
   

Bible Study 
10:30 am 

 
Jazzercise  
4:00 pm & 
5:30 pm 

4 
 

Jazzercise 
5:30 pm 

 
Barbershop 

Singers  
7:00 pm 

 
Alanon 
7:30 pm 

5 
  

Jazzercise  
4:00 pm & 
5:30 pm 

6 
  

Jazzercise 
 7:00 am & 

9:15 am 

7 
 

Choir Rehearsal  
9:15 am 

  
Sunday School 

10:30 am 
  

Children’s Pageant 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II   

10:30 am 
 
 

8 
 

 Office Closed  
  

Jazzercise 
4:00 pm &  
5:30 pm 

 
 

9 
 

Office Closed 
 

Jazzercise  
5:30 pm 

  
Boy Scouts  
6:00 pm & 
7:00 pm 

 
Vestry  

Meeting  
7:00 pm  

10 
   

Bible Study 
10:30 am 

 
Jazzercise  
4:00 pm & 
5:30 pm 

11 
 

Jazzercise 
5:30 pm 

 
Barbershop 

Singers  
7:00 pm 

 
Alanon 
7:30 pm 

 
 

12 
  

Jazzercise  
4:00 pm & 
5:30 pm 

 

13 
  

Jazzercise 
 7:00 am & 

9:15 am 

14 
 

Choir Rehearsal  
9:15 am 

  
Sunday School 

10:30 am 
  

Holy Eucharist, Rite II   
10:30 am 

15 
 

 Office Closed  
  

Jazzercise 
4:00 pm &  
5:30 pm 

16 
 

Office Closed 
 

Jazzercise  
5:30 pm 

  
Boy Scouts  
6:00 pm & 
7:00 pm 

17 
   

Bible Study 
10:30 am 

 
Jazzercise  
4:00 pm & 
5:30 pm 

18 
 

Jazzercise 
5:30 pm 

 
Barbershop 

Singers  
7:00 pm 

 
Alanon 
7:30 pm 

19 
  

Jazzercise  
4:00 pm & 
5:30 pm 

 
 

 

20 
  

Jazzercise 
 7:00 am & 

9:15 am 

21 
 

Choir Rehearsal  
9:15 am 

  
Sunday School 

10:30 am 
  

Holy Eucharist, Rite II   
10:30 am 

 
Chili Cook-Off 

22 
 

 Office Closed  
  

Jazzercise 
4:00 pm &  
5:30 pm 

  
 

23 
 

Office Closed 
 

Jazzercise  
5:30 pm 

  
Boy Scouts  
6:00 pm & 
7:00 pm 

 
 

24 
   

Bible Study 
10:30 am 

 
Jazzercise  
4:00 pm & 
5:30 pm 

25 
 

Jazzercise 
5:30 pm 

 
Barbershop 

Singers  
7:00 pm 

 
Alanon 
7:30 pm 

26 
  

Jazzercise  
4:00 pm & 
5:30 pm 

27 
  

Jazzercise 
 7:00 am & 

9:15 am 
 

Parish Potluck 
Dinner 

6:00 pm 
 

28 
 

Choir Rehearsal  
9:15 am 

  
Sunday School 

10:30 am 
  

Holy Eucharist, Rite II   
10:30 am 

29 
 

 Office Closed  
  

Jazzercise 
4:00 pm &  
5:30 pm 

 
 

30 
 

Office Closed 
 

Jazzercise  
5:30 pm 

  
Boy Scouts  
6:00 pm & 
7:00 pm 

31 
   

Bible Study 
10:30 am 

 
Jazzercise  
4:00 pm & 
5:30 pm 
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
In the church services of our prayer book we have general confession prayers. (Eucharist, Morning Prayer, Evening 
Prayer) most Sundays.  If you recall in the Eucharist Service it follows the Prayers of the People is just before the 
Passing of the Peace.   

 
But additionally , we need to remember that it is important that we offer to our Lord our personal, specific confes-
sions.  Have you been too cross with the children, have you been angry with your husband/wife, have you been dis-
agreeable with someone at work?  Have you hurt someone, have you said something that you wish you hadn’t, did 
someone annoy you with traffic?  These are samples of some specific confessions that we need to offer to our Lord. 

 
It is important to our spiritual health that confession becomes as much of a habit as our Praise and Thanksgiving: 
actually as any of our prayers.  Our Lord is a very forgiving One and his love for us is unconditional. 

 
He always forgives: He never says maybe, later, sometime.  His forgiveness is immediate and permanent. 

 
"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness."   
- 1 John 1:9 NIV 

 Mary Martin, Parish Health Ministry 
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 Holy Eucharist, Rite II …………...……..…….10:30 am 
 Sunday School ……………...……………….. 10:30 am 

�
�

������������������
 

 Bible Study………………………………………10:30 am 

�

Saint Francis Episcopal Church 
The Episcopal Church in Springboro 
225 N. Main Street 
Springboro, OH 45066 
(937) 748-2592 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED                                                                 

  TIME DATED MATERIAL  
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