The Paschal Mystery

In Lent we will frequently hear a word unfamiliar English-speaking Christians, but one which, if
we learn to use and understand it, will open oartiseand minds to the celebration of our redemptic
The word ispaschallt is the ancient biblical word for Passover @dsed in the Holy Scriptures botr
for the exodus/Passover event which saved Israbkitime of Moses, and for the death and resurre
tion of Jesus, which we celebrate at Easter andvemny Lord’s Day. Indeed in many languages tf
name of Easter is some variationpascha—see particularly French, Italian, and Spanish.

Liturgists and theologians speak of the “Paschastely,” a phrase heard often in the liturgy durin
Lent and Eastertide. Its meaning is brought hom&Milyam Pregnall, former Dean of the Church Di-
vinity School of the Pacific. He describes the Rasdlystery as the saving event by which God in &
times and in all places saves the human raceslbban specially manifested at four points in Inysto
1.) In the Passover/Exodus, which freed Israel fslavery in Egypt, and journeying to the
promised land;

2.) In the death and resurrection of Jesus, whagkesus from slavery to sin and death and leads

us into the promised land of God’s kingdom;

3.) In Holy Baptism, when we each become partidipam the dying and rising of Jesus, and
partakers of its benefits;

4.) In our participation in the Eucharist, wheré @l these past events become present to us
again and we are active participants in them.

Lent is not a gloomy time, a sad time, or a depngssme for those who are remembering what Gc
has done for them. Our self-examination, which aé&veur sin, prepares us to recognize our need
God. Then we gather Sunday by Sunday in the litwiggre our story as the people of God reminds
that God has met and still meets our need. Ountaand self-denial give us the resources with Wwhic
we can join Christ in his struggle against evil aeath. Joining him in that struggle, we also jaim

in his victory.

Sunday Themes in Eastertide

Certain scriptural themes which highlight the megnof the Resurrection have been part of tt
church’s tradition for many centuries. The Sundiégr&aster Day (the Second Sunday of Easter)
always has as its Gospel reading the risen Loj®arance to Thomas. The theme is, of course, |
“Doubting Thomas,” but Thomas’s outburst of prarsevhich Jesus is first recognized as God—"*M
Lord and my God!” he said—and Jesus’ words aboutRlessed are those who have not seen and
believe.”

The Third Sunday of Easter always gives an accofiatresurrection appearance in which Jesus e
with his friends. Its significance for Christianed in its eucharistic pattern. It was in the breglof
bread that Jesus was first recognized after higrmagion. It is in the breaking of the bread i th
Eucharist that we encounter our risen Lord now;ckeaur response at that point in the liturgy
“Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for. Uibierefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.”
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Food Pantry
Donations Needed

ADOPT -A- BILLS
are available for support of
various ministries and
events here at St. Francis.
Please place your check
along with the adopt-a-bill
slip in the offering.
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EApriI 2 -Rt. Rev. Nedi Rivera

Palm Sunday, April 9
Rev. Roger Foote

Good Friday, April 14
7:00pm
Rev. Roger Foote

Easter Sunday, April 16
Rev. Roger Foote

. April 23 - Rev. Ron Redder
- April 30 - Rev. David Bailey :
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SpeC|aI thanks to the
Emerson family for all
their hard work on
renovating the bathrooms

at St. Francis.
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Saint Francis Episcopal Church
The Episcopal Church in Springboro

225 N. Main Street
Springboro, OH 45066
(937) 748-2592

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
TIME DATED MATERIAL
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Holy Eucharist, Rite Il ...........cocovvvininnnns 10:30 am
Sunday School ..........coovvviiiii 10:30 am

Bible Study.........ooovi i 10:30 am



